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As we celebrate the 4th of July again here in 2015, we think it’s important to pause and reflect 
upon what it means to live in America. This country was founded by men and women who wanted to escape 
persecution and the threat of government control over their lives.

Generation after generation, beginning in the 18th century, many brave patriots gave up everything they 
held dear, with a strong conviction in their belief that God created man and that we are endowed by Him 
with certain inalienable rights (That means they are birthrights, which can never be taken away), including 
the right to Life, the right to Liberty and the right to the pursuit of happiness.

The right to life means you have the God-given right to live your life free of the threat of someone taking it 
from you against your will. This right extends from unborn children all 
the way to elderly people who may be sick or dying and everyone in 
between. 

The only way to lose that right is by taking it from someone else against 
their will or by betraying this free country. 

The bottom line here is FREEDOM!

The right to Liberty means that you have the right to fair treatment 
and respect from others. People can’t come and take your stuff, harm 
you or your loved ones or steal your ideas without consequences. 

In other words, you have the power to act as you please to pursue 
your own interests and preferences so long as they don’t violate the 
rights of others.

The right to the pursuit of happiness means you are free to go out 
in the world and create a great life for yourself. It doesn’t mean that 
the government will take care of you, it doesn’t mean you have a 
right to be happy all the time; it means you have the right to PURSUE 
happiness. 

If you work hard, persevere, deny yourself and strive for your goals, you have a great chance to succeed here 
in America, more so than anywhere else on Earth!

Ralph Waldo Emerson
“For what avail the plough or 
sail, or land or life, if freedom 
fail?”

Albert Einstein 
“Everything that is really great 
and inspiring is created by the 
individual who can labor in 
freedom.”

Simone Weil
“Liberty, taking the word in its 
concrete sense, consists in the 
ability to choose.”

“Freedom is the oxygen of the soul.”
~Moshe Dayan



All of this comes from having faith. Faith in 
yourself, faith in this great democracy and 
faith in God who created everything and 
has placed His blessing on this country to 
succeed.

To continue to be successful as a nation, 
we must turn from our selfish ways, from 
the “Me first” mentality that pervades our 
society and have a renewed compassion 
to help others, to love our fellow man and to stop tolerating those in our society that refuse to be civil and to 
live life for the greater good. 

We need to invest in our future generations and quit stealing from them. Freedom includes freedom of 
religion. Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and all other religions can worship in any peaceful way they 
want to, as long as it does not pose a threat of danger to others. 

That’s what our Constitution tells us. However, they can’t tell others to convert or die. They can’t disrupt our 
society and impede others from their own liberties.

Lyndon B. Johnson
“This, then, is the state of the union: free and restless, growing and full of hope. So it was in the 
beginning. So it shall always be, while God is willing, and we are strong enough to keep the 
faith.”

When a mass murderer kills people in a church, or when a Policeman crosses the line and hurts someone 
without cause or when a criminal is captured and his arrest is posted on YouTube, it is not the government’s 
duty to appease the masses or compensate the victims. 

We as a people need to pick up the pieces as a peaceful society and allow the courts to deal with those who 
violated our public trust. When people riot because of an unfortunate incident, we need to trust in our brave 
men and women in uniform to suppress those who would use a tragedy as an excuse to loot, pillage and 
destroy personal property. As citizens, we need to train our children to behave and obey the law. We need to 
hold our neighbors accountable and call them out if they create havoc.

Buddha
“On life’s journey 
Faith is nourishment, 
Virtuous deeds are a shelter, 
Wisdom is the light by day and 
Right mindfulness is the protection by night. 
If a man lives a pure life nothing can destroy him; 
If he has conquered greed nothing can limit his freedom.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr.
“In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us 
not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We 
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline.”



Our Freedom is worth celebrating, because of the sacrifices of our 
forefathers and it’s our responsibility to carry the torch during the 
brief time in history we are here, so future generations can also enjoy 
freedom and not repression.

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence? 

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died. 

Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. 

Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured. 

Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 

These patriots signed, pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 

What kind of men were they? 

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation 
owners; men of means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well 
that the penalty would be death if they were captured. 

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships “blasted” to the bottom of the ocean by 
the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly. He 
served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, 
and poverty was his reward. 

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and 
Middleton. 

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr, noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the 
Nelson home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire. The home was 
destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 

Mahatma Gandhi
“Freedom is never dear at any 
price. It is the breath of life. 
What would a man not pay for 
living?”

Thomas Jefferson
“Our greatest happiness does not depend on the condition of life in which chance has placed 
us, but is always the result of a good conscience, good health, occupation and freedom in all 
just pursuits.” 



Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few 
months. 

John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields 
and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find 
his wife dead and his children gone. A few weeks later he died from exhaustion and a broken heart. 

Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates. 

Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing 
ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of means and education. They had security, but they valued liberty 

more. Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they pledged: “For the 
support of this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the 
divine providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

They gave you and me a free and independent America. The history 
books never told you a lot about what happened in the Revolutionary 
War. We didn’t fight just the British. We were British subjects at that time 

and we fought the British imposed government, for the right to govern our own country! 

Unfortunately, many Americans take these liberties for granted -- but we shouldn’t. Please take a few 
moments (at least) to remember the price paid for your freedom. Publicly and privately remember the 
patriots who gave so much, for you and me. 

Remember: freedom is never free! 

Let’s never forget there’s a lot more to the 4th of July 
holiday than fireworks, picnics, and baseball. At least 
one day a year, let’s show some true patriotism for, 
this great country, the United States of America. 

May God Bless YOU and your families on this GREAT 
Holiday and ALWAYS! Thanks for being a part of The 
Peabody Family!

Sincerely,
Mark and Larry Peabody

Louis D. Brandeis
“Those who won our 
independence believed liberty 
to be the secret of happiness 
and courage to be the secret of 
liberty.” 


