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Dear Friends,
With Thanksgiving upon us, it’s time to re� ect upon how incredibly blessed we are as a nation 
by God in Heaven and how He has written the history of this great nation through time; from 
the very beginning.

Regardless of what the mainstream media asserts in the nightly news, America IS, IN FACT, 
A Judeo-Christian Nation. It was founded on the basis of religious liberty and freedom from 
oppression and persecution that drove settlers from Europe and Britain to the North American 
Colonies due to the conviction held by the Protestants, Catholics and Jews alike, that the right 
to worship God is a basic human right and that no government, ruling authority or society 
should force people to abide by a theocracy who wished to impose their brand of religion on 
everyone. Those who dissented were labeled heretics and ostracized from society, in many 
cases being executed for their “lack of conformity” to the state religion, like the Mennonites in 
Ghent in 1554, who were murdered by strangulation and burning at the stake, then dispatched 
with an iron fork and Jesuits in England in the early 1600’s who were similarly cut to pieces and 
tortured for their faith. 

So in the 17th century, a mass exodus of mainly Christians, immigrated from England and 
throughout Europe to the New World, to create a haven where they could freely exercise their 
faith without fear of reprisal. These courageous souls had no idea what to expect or if they 
would even survive, but despite the overwhelming odds against them, they forged ahead 
with a dream of living in a free society where they could enjoy life, liberty and pursue their 
dreams. Had God not ordained the migration and blessed these early settlers, they would 
have never survived and our country would never have existed. In April of 1635, a 21-year-
old named Francis Peabody was one such person. He boarded a tall ship called The Planter 
with 117 other brave souls, 1/3 of whom perished on the journey or soon afterwards, and 
embarked on a perilous journey from London across the Atlantic Ocean to the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony, governed by Puritan John Winthrop, to an unknown world to start a new life with 
a new beginning.

This should not come as a surprise though, since Jesus himself told His disciples that “all who 
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim 3:12).



Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

The survivors, along with other shiploads of immigrants totaling approximately 1000 souls, 
established township democracies that thrived for 2 centuries and were the basis of our 
American ideal of democratic government. At the same time, another group of settlers 
who were Pilgrims established The Plymouth Colony with a group who came across on The 
May� ower with 102 passengers and other ships in September of 1620.

Upon his arrival, Francis Peabody and his compatriots had much work to do in taming 
a wild land and creating a new civilization with not much more than the shirts on their backs. 
They endured harsh winters, famines, diseases, wild beasts and all other sorts of hardships. 
Without a strong faith in God and a spirit of joy and thanksgiving, they never would have 
survived. They befriended the wild Algonquin natives they encountered and showed God’s 
love to them and quickly gained their trust. With the help of their new found friends, they 
learned how to farm in this new world and grow their own food, how to hunt and how to 
survive the harsh winter weather.

In those early years of our North American 
Society and for the � rst two centuries, days of 
thanksgiving were celebrated by individual 
colonies and states. 

The � rst Thanksgiving dinner in November of 1621 was not much like the ones we celebrate 
today. Although no one knows exactly what they ate, journals written at the time suggest 
they had sent four men on a “fowling” mission in preparation and that the Wampanoag guests 
arrived bearing � ve deer. Many of the dishes were prepared using traditional Native American 
spices and cooking methods. Since the Pilgrims had no ovens and the sugar supplies had 
dwindled by the fall of 1621, the meal did not feature pies, cakes or other desserts like we 
enjoy today.

In many American households today, the Thanksgiving celebration has lost much of its original 
religious signi� cance; instead, it now centers on cooking and sharing a bountiful meal with 
family and friends, watching football and parades on television and perhaps volunteering to 
feed the homeless at the local rescue mission. 90% of Americans eat turkey, either roasted, 
baked or deep-fried, usually accompanied by stu�  ng, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce and 
pumpkin pie.

It wasn’t until 1863, in the midst of The 
Civil War, that President Abraham Lincoln 
proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day 
to be held each November.



Mark and Larry Peabody show gratefulness by giving 
a Truckload of Turkeys to their Peabody Team Members.

Although there are other versions of the Thanksgiving story that 
involve much more violent relations between the settlers and 
the Native Americans, the spirit of the Holiday is one of peace, 
celebration of the blessings bestowed upon us by God, quality 
time with family and friends, and charity to others is what makes 
Thanksgiving a wonderful time of celebration.

Today we at Peabody Engineering 
want to encourage you to re� ect 
upon your own personal blessings this Thanksgiving and to 
thank God for the great country we live in and the freedoms 
we enjoy. We also urge you to remember why the early settlers 
left their homes and endured great hardship to escape religious 
persecution and be aware that it can happen again if we are 
not vigilant in protecting the freedoms we enjoy thanks to the 
sacri� ces of those who came before us.

We are thankful for your friendship, for your patronage and for the blessings we enjoy as a 
result of your trust and con� dence in our team here at Peabody Engineering. We pray that God 
will bless you richly however you choose to 
celebrate your Thanksgiving and the rest of 
the holiday season ahead.

Sincerely,
Your friends at Peabody Engineering.
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